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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restriction 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of the invention of Group I, claims 1-13, in the 
reply filed September 23, 2004 is hereby acknowledged. 

2. Claims 14-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 142(b) as 
being drawn to a non-elected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed September 23, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. ' The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brick et al. 
(US 6,269,342), in view of Adamec et al. (US 6,21 1,773). 

Brick et al. disclose a system for restocking and repricing merchandise, comprising: a 
shelf label holder; and a hand-held imit which remotely programs said shelf label holder, but the 
shelf label holder of Brick et al. fails to include an illuminating section which is illuminated by 
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remote control of the hand-held unit under a predetermined condition. However, Adamec et al. 
disclose a similar system for restocking and repricing merchandise, and the shelf label of 
Adamec et al. indeed includes an illuminating section which is illuminated by remote control of 
the hand-held unit under a predetermined condition (see, in particular, column 4, line 32 et seq.). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to have modified the system of Brick et al. so as to include an illuminating section in 
the shelf label which would be illuminated by remote control of the hand-held unit under a 
predetermined condition, in accordance with the teachings of Adamec et al., in order to facilitate 
locating the shelf label to be programmed. 

Regarding claim 2, the system of Brick et al. includes a host controller for storing 
V merchandise data and planogram data, processing said data and remotely controlling an 
operation of said hand-held unit and said shelf label holder. 

Regarding claim 3, the shelf label holder of Brick et al. includes a shelf control unit, and 
the shelf label holder of Adamec et al. includes a shelf control unit for controlling an illumination 
of the shelf label holder; with the illuminating section illuminating as directed by the shelf control 
unit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to have further modified the system of Brick et al. so as to include that the shelf control 
unit would control illumination of the shelf label holder; with the illuminating section illuminating 
as directed by the shelf control unit, in accordance with the teachings of Adamec et al., in order to 
provide a convenient means of enabling the illumination section of the shelf label to be controlled. 
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Regarding claim 4, the system of Brick et al. includes that an identifying section of said 
shelf label is inserted into said shelf control unit. 

Regarding claim 5, the system of Brick et al. includes that the shelf control unit 
comprises: a receptacle for receiving said identifying section of said shelf label; and a transceiver 
for transmitting signals to said host controller and said hand held unit and receiving signals from 
said host controller and said hand held unit. 

Regarding claim 6, the system of Brick et al. includes that the hand-held unit comprises: 
a transceiver for transmitting signals to said host controller and said shelf control unit and 
receiving signals from said host controller and said shelf control unit; a display device for 
displaying merchandise data and planogram data; at least one of a bar code scanner and a keypad 
for inputting said data into said hand held unit; and a memory for storing said data. 

Regarding claim 7, the system of Brick et al. includes that the host controller comprises: 
a memory for storing planogram data and merchandise data; a display device for displaying said 
data; at least one of a bar code scanner and a keypad for inputting said data; and a transceiver for 
transmitting signals to said shelf control unit and said hand held unit and receiving signals from 
said shelf control unit and said hand held unit. 

Regarding claim 8, the system of Brick et al. includes that the merchandise information 
comprises vendor information data, pricing data and inventory data, and wherein said planogram 
data comprises correct merchandise shelf locations. 
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Regarding claim 9, the system of Brick et al. includes that the host controller transmits 
planogram data and merchandise data to said hand held unit and said hand held unit displays said 
data (see, in particular, column 14, line 3 et seq.). 

Regarding claim 10, the system of Brick et al. includes that the identifying section 
comprises at least one of a bar code, a radio frequency identification (RFID) tag, and a magnetic 
identification tag. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the system of Adamec et al. includes that the illuminating section 
comprises at least one of a light-emitting diode, an organic light emitting diode, a liquid crystal 
display element, a plasma display element, an incandescent light bulb, and a light pipe. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to have further modified the shelf label holder of Brick et al. so as to include that the 
illuminating section would comprises at least one of a light-emitting diode, an organic light 
emitting diode, a liquid crystal display element, a plasma display element, an incandescent light 
bulb, and a light pipe, in accordance with the teachings of Adamec et al., in order to provide a 
convenient means of providing the illumination for the illumination section. 

Regarding claim 12, the system of Brick et al. includes that the signals comprise at least 
one of a radiowave signal and infrared signal. 

Regarding claim 13, the system of Brick et al. includes that the merchandise data 
comprises merchandise restocking and repricing information. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication, or earlier communications, should be 
directed to the examiner, Jerry O'Connor, whose telephone number is (703) 305-1525, and 
whose facsimile number is (703) 746-3976. 

The examiner can normally be reached weekdays from 9:30 to 6:00. 

Inquiries of a general nature or simply relating to the status of the application should be 
directed to the receptionist, whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. Robert 
Olszewski, can be reached at (703) 308-5183. 

Official replies to this Office action may be submitted by any one of fax, mail, or hand 
delivery. Faxed replies are preferred and should be directed to (703) 872-9306 (fax-back 
auto-reply receipt service provided). Mailed replies should be addressed to "Commissioner for 
Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450." Hand delivered replies should be left with 
the receptionist on the seventh floor of Crystal Park Five, 2451 Crystal Dr, Arlington, VA 22202. 



GJOC 

December 23, 2004 




Gerald J. O'Connor 

Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3627 



